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CONTENT INTRO

With a history of excellence and reliability proven through 
thousands of years of Korean Medicine practice, the National 
Institute for Korean Medicine Development (NIKOM) is taking 
another great leap toward a healthier and happier society. 
NIKOM aims to strengthen the global competitiveness of Korean 
Medicine through scientific methods, standardization and 
industrialization of Korean Medicine and by entering the global 
traditional medicine market.

The next new century for the 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT FROM THE PRESIDENT

The National Institute for Korean Medicine 
Development(NIKOM) aims to create future value for 
Korean Medicine(KM) through its standardization, 
scientification and globalization. NIKOM is the only public 
institution in Korea engaging in activities to promote the 
industry and contributing to public health and economy 
through KM. 
The growth of global market for KM is an undeniable trend. 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the size 
of global traditional medicine market currently exceeds 200 
trillion won (USD 186 billion) and is expected to reach 6,000 
trillion won (USD 5 trillion) by 2050. This is why advanced 
nations are turning their attentions to traditional medicine 
market. The potential of KM is infinite as its effects have 
been clinically proven over thousands of years. KM is hope 
for mankind in the era of aging population for treating 
chronic diseases such as high blood pressure and diabetes, 
and it is the blue ocean for new cancer treatments. It is not 
only the key contributor to public health but also national 
industry which conduces to better quality of life and longer 
life expectancy. 
NIKOM is creating new values for KM through scientification 
of technologies, enhancement of resources and innovation 
of services. We have been improving the convenience of KM 
through developing a variety of modern dosage forms and 
contributing to the public health by expanding the scope of 
insurance coverage for high quality KM. The modernized 
distribution system for cultivation, production, and 
management of medicinal herbs is also a crucial part of our 
work. We preserve and supply native resource, develop 
new medicine through Natural Substance Bank and Bio-
material Bank, verify safety and efficacy of KM through 
public infrastructure(GMP and GLP), support government’s 
policy-making activities and build global infrastructure for 
cooperation. We also develop KM devices, publish Korean 
Medicine Clinical Practice Guideline in order to provide 
scientific evidence for stability and efficiency of KM. NIKOM 
will continue to promote KM which has contributed to public 
health over its long history into a national strategic industry. 
We are committed to play a central role in ranking Korea as 
the leader in the global traditional medicine market. 
NIKOM is committed to be a friendly and trusted institution. 
We look forward to your continuous interest and support. 

President of NIKOM, Eungse Lee

Adding Future Value to Human 
Health through the Competitive Edge of 
Korean Medicine
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The National Institute for Korean Medicine Development (NIKOM) is 
the one and only domestic organization for the industrialization of 
Korean Medicine.
NIKOM was established for the purpose of contributing to the improvement of public health and to the 
development of national economy by fostering and developing technology for Korean Medicine and 
vitalizing the industry. Through our distinct values, NIKOM is taking 5,000 years of Korean Medicine 
forward into the next 100 years.

2008 2009 2011 2012 2015 2017 2018
2006 2007 20192016

HISTORY OF NIKOM HISTORY OF NIKOM
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We introduce you the National Institute for Korean Medicine 
Development (NIKOM)
For efficient task performance of systematic management of medicine resources, scientific verification, 
and other initiatives, NIKOM operates various departments including the Office of Strategic Planning, 
Department of Korean Medicine Policy, Department of Management Support, Department of Korean 
Medicine Development, Department of Korean Medicinal Resource Development, Department of Public 
Infrastructure Operation, and the Guideline Center for Korean Medicine, among others.

NIKOM‘S ORGANIZATION NIKOM‘S ORGANIZATION



NIKOM is a core organization for the development and promotion of 
the Korean Medicine industry. 
Korea has been building excellent Chinese medicine resources for 5,000 years. National Institute for Korean 
Medicine Development will be the core control tower for the promotion and development of the Korean 
Medicine industry so that the excellence of Korean Medicine can gain a competitive edge worldwide.

Developing the 
Korean Medicine 
industry which 
contributes to the 
improvement of 
public health 

•	 �Vitalization of the 
Korean Medicine 
industry

•	 �Ensuring safety of 
Korean Medicine and 
restoring trust

•	 �Demand-centered 
Korean Medicine

	 Securing foundation 	
	 for the industry

Creating new values 
of Korean Medicine for 
the public 

•	 �Commercialization of 
Korean Medicine 
technology

•	 �Vitalization of domestic 
Korean Medicine resources

•	 �Establishment of 
foundation for Korean 
Medicine overseas 
expansion

Strategic 
objectives

Realization of 
values

Innovation 
capability

Creation of 
values

Mission
To improve public health and 
boost the national economy 
with Korean Medicine (KM)

Vision
To be the leading organization 
in the KM industry invigoration 

and create future  
value for KM

NIKOM’S MISSION, VISION, STRATEGIC OBJECTIVESNIKOM’S MISSION, VISION, STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Realizing the social  
values of coexistence and 
cooperation 

•	 �Enforcing Korean Medicine 
services based on evidence

•	 �Creation of jobs related with 
the Korean Medicine industry

•	 �Korean Medicine Policy for the 
public 	development and 		
improvement of policies

Enforcing 
innovation 
capability which 
leads future 
development

•	 �Strengthening 
business innovation 
structure

•	 �Enhancing 
awareness of the 
organization

•	 �Enforcing efficiency 
and transparency of 
business operations
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Development of 
new ingredients 
by integrating 
bioconversion 

technology

Secure 6,800 
types of 

medicinal 
ingredients

Secure and store 
1,600 types of 

natural 
ingredients

The largest Korean Medicine ingredient 
bank in the nation

We lead the way for scientific methods, standardization and 
industrialization of Korean Medicine technologies.  
NIKOM creates new future values for Korean Medicine through scientific methods and standardization of 
Korean Medicine technology. 

NIKOM'S KEY BUSINESSNIKOM'S KEY BUSINESS
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Lighten burden of medical 
expenses through expansion 

of insurance benefits

Easy to take for anyone 
including children and the 

elderly

Modernization of Korean Medicine 
We develop various forms of portable and 
convenient Korean medicines

Development of various 
modern forms such as tablets, 

soft extract, capsules, etc.

Standardization of Korean 
Pharmacopuncture
We develop top pharmacopuncture medicines

Development of new Korean Medicine
We cure chronic and incurable diseases through 
newly developed Korean Medicine

�Standardizing and 
ensuring safety and 
effectiveness of 
pharmacopuncture

�Developing prototypes of Bee 
Venom Pharmacopuncture, 
Hwangryunhaedoktang 
Pharmacopuncture, Angelica gigas 
Nakai Pharmacopuncture, Etc.

�Newly developed 
medicines which eases 
the side effects of 
chemical drugs

Development of new 
Korean Medicine based 
on traditional knowledge 
of Korean Medicine

� Separation 
of natural 

ingredients from 
Korean medicinal 

herbs and 
refinement
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Objectification 
and digitization 
through 
information 
collection, support 
evidence-based 
medical services 
by establishing big 
data

Preparation of 
system for data 
standardization 
and quality 
management

Analysis for 
establishment 
of target 
system

We lead the way for scientific methods, standardization and 
industrialization of Korean Medicine technologies.  
NIKOM creates new future values for Korean Medicine through scientific methods and standardization of 
Korean Medicine technology.

Public infrastructure for Korean Medicine 
We promote Korean Medicine industry by 
establishing public infrastructure

Korean Medicine 
Non-clinical Study 

(GLP) Center

Korean Medicine 
Manufacturing 
Center (GMP)

Korean Medicinal Herbs 
Distribution Center

Quality Certification 
Center

•	 �Support 
industrialization via 
non-clinical study

•	 �Establish integrated 
management system 
of non-clinical study 
data

NIKOM'S KEY BUSINESSNIKOM'S KEY BUSINESS

Development of products based on 
Korean Medicine

Informatization of Korean Medicine
We establish big-data infrastructure for 
Korean Medicine

•	 �Analysis of 
technical 
needs and new 
item

•	 �Study on the 
efficacy of the 
material 

Securing 
evidence for 

industrialization

•	 �Technical- 
Information 
publication

•	 �Technology PR

Informatization 
and publication 

of technology

•	 �Transfer of 
commercial 
technology

•	 �Technical 
assistance & 
education

Industrialization 
of technology

•	 �Plan and research on 
solutions for improving 
medicinal distribution

•	 �Aid for distribution-
support facilities

•	 �Aid for distribution 
and management of 
rare medicinal herbs

•	 �Aid for Demand 
Control Committee  

•	 �The only test center 
for Korean medicinal 
herbs and 
formulation 
designated by the 
Ministry of Food and 
Drug Safety

•	 �Develop and produce 
Korean Medicine for 
trials

•	 �Develop and produce 
raw materials and 
finished products



•	 �Register genes of 
Korean indigenous 
resources on NCBI 
(212 items)

•	 �Secure cultivation 
information and 
develop index for 
quality management 
(116 items)

step 1

•	 �Secure and profile 	
of standard raw 
materials (50 items)

•	 �Research 
pharmacognostic 
efficacy of 
indigenous resources 
(50 items)

step 2

We supply resources for Korean Medicine as a resource for the future
NIKOM manages traditional resources for Korean Medicine and revitalizes local economies by supplying 
high-quality Korean medicinal herbs. In addition, we focus on securing and utilizing safe and trustworthy 
resources through resource standardization and securing safety along with improved distribution.

Establishment of indigenous Korean 
medicinal herbs

Distribution of seeds and seedlings of 
Korean Medicine resources

Standardization and advancement of 
Korean medicinal herbs

Distribution support of Korean 
medicinal herbs 

NIKOM'S KEY BUSINESSNIKOM'S KEY BUSINESS

Standardization 
of cultivation

Develop 
standard species 
for medicinal use 

Safety

Toxicity 
evaluation
Drug 
interaction

Harmful 
substance

Monitoring 
hazardous 
substances

Safety

Research on 
component 
changes 

Standardization 
of quality

Monitoring of 
quality 
standards

Distribution 
process of 

Korean 
medicinal 

herbs

Cultivation 
(GAP)

Production 
(hGMP)

Distribution 
(GSP)

Korean 
Medicine 
Clinics, 
Etc

Collection of 
high-quality 

Korean 
Medicine 
resources

Development 
of standard 
species

Research of 
cultivation 

standardization 
technology

Distribution 
of seeds and 
seedlings
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Effectiveness

Ground and 
ingredient evaluation
Pharmacokinetics 
research



We develop Clinical Practice Guidelines for Korean Medicine
We develop and distribute guidelines for Korean Medicinal clinical practices for higher quality of Korean 
Medicine services. In addition, we support evidence-based clinical trials as well as information exchange 
through the National Clearinghouse for Korean Medicine (NCKM)

NIKOM'S KEY BUSINESSNIKOM'S KEY BUSINESS

Dissemination of 
guidelines for 

Korean Medicinal 
clinical practices

Support clinical 
research for 

evidence creation 
and establish 

database of clinical 
research

Offer functions for 
exchange of recent 
information which 

can connect 
evidence and 
clinical practice

Education on 
researchers

Distribution 
and diffusion

Evaluation and 
authentication 
of guidelines

Development 
and 

management 
of guidelines 

Establishment 
of integrated 
information 

center

Establishment and operation of the National 
Clearinghouse for Korean Medicine (NCKM)
We exchange evidence-based clinical KM information

Development and distribution of Clinical 
Practice Guidelines for 30 diseases
We increase the quality of Korean Medicine services
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Development of 
promotional contents

•	 �Develop and distribute 
educational, promotional and 
online contents

•	 �Support Globalization of 
Korean Medicine brand

•	 �Improve awareness of Korean 
Medicine

Enhancement of global 
competitiveness of 

Korean Medicine
We improve awareness and global 

competitiveness of Korean 
Medicine

We develop policies for Korean Medicine and improve healthcare 
system.
We promote the domestic Korean Medicine industry and globalization of Korean Medicine through policy 
development and system improvement.

Development of policies and 
improvement of systems for 

Korean Medicine
We contribute to the promotion of the 
Korean Medicine industry and to the 

improvement of public health

Improvement of systems
•	 �Manage and evaluate Korean 

Medicine production facilities
•	 �Establish public policies for 

Korean Medicine and Korean/ 
Western coordinated 
treatment

Development of policies
•	 �Establish Comprehensive Plans 

for Promotion and 
Development of Korean 
Medicine

•	 �Support National Health 
Insurance System to cover 
wider range of Korean Medicine

•	 �Improve systems and  
amendments to Korean 
Medicine laws

Development of an
infrastructure for
statistical analysis

•	 �Identify Korean Medicine 
service usage and Korean 
Medicine consumption status

•	 �Identify Korean Medicine  
industry statistics

NIKOM'S KEY BUSINESSNIKOM'S KEY BUSINESS

Supporting overseas  
market entrance

•	 �Provide information of overseas 
market entrance

•	 �Expand overseas expert network
•	 �Support policy-making activities 

for overseas market entrance

International exchange 
and cooperation

•	 �Expand cooperation between 
government, research 
institutes, and universities in 
the field of traditional 
medicine
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Quality Certification  
Center Daegu

Jangheung,  
Jeollanam-do Branch

Seoul Branch

National Institute for Korean Medicine Development (NIKOM)

Gyeongsan, Gyeongsanbuk-do 
Headquarters

94, Hwarang-ro, Gyeongsan-
si, Gyeongsangbuk-do 	
(Gapje-dong)
Tel. +82 53-810-0202

Main initiatives

Strategic planning 
and overall operation 
Development of technology 
for Korean Medicine 

•  �Development of new 
Korean Medicine for chronic 
incurable diseases

•  �Development of Korean 
Medicine forms and 
standardization of 
pharmacopuncture

•  �GMP initiative for Korean 
Medicine

12F Namsan Square, 173, 	
Toegye-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul 
Tel. +82 2-3662-6724

Main initiatives

Policy support
•  �Policy development and system 
improvement for promotion of 
Korean Medicine industry

•  �Strengthening of coverage of 
Korean medicine by national 
health insurance

Strengthen global 
competitiveness of Korean 
Medicine

•  �International exchange and 
development of promotional 
contests for Korean Medicine

•  �Support overseas market 
entrance of Korean Medicine

Guideline Center for Korean 
Medicine (G-KoM)

•  �Development and distribution of 
guideline for Korean Medicinal 
clinical practices

•  �Establishment of integrated 
information center

288, Woodland-gil, Anyang-myeon, Jangheung-gun, Jeollanam-do (Gisan-ri)
Tel. +82 61-860-2804

Main initiatives

Specialized in 1st and 2nd industry of Korean Medicine
•  �Cultivation of medicinal use crops and distribution of seeds
•  �Search and research on pharmacognostic efficacy of indigenous resources
•  �GLP business of Korean Medicine Non-clinical Study
•  �Research on pharmacokinetics of Korean Medicine
•  �Research on standardization of Korean medicinal herbs

17, Namseong-ro, Jung-gu, 
Daegu
Tel. +82 53-421-9702

Main initiatives

Quality management of 
Korean medicinal herbs

•  �Setting quality standards
•  �Quality testing and 
monitoring

•  �Standardization and 
distribution management of 
Korean medicinal herbs

NIKOM'S ADDRESSNIKOM'S ADDRESS
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www.nikom.or.kr 


